
 
 Unsubscribe   Like      

  
TABLE OF CONTENTS

 » Journey of
Illumination

 » Local Groups

 » Reflection

 » Monthly Marley
Meeting

» Upcoming Events

» Recent Events

» Male Journey UK

  
 

Hello {First Name},

Greetings again and welcome to the May edition of An Turas.

In one of his recent meditations, Richard Rohr writes: "Rational and
sincere people wonder, “If God is almighty and all-loving, then why is
there so much suffering in the world?” But once you experience God as
all-vulnerable, then perhaps God stands in solidarity with all pain and
suffering in the universe, allowing us to be participants in our own
healing. This does not make sense to the logical mind, but to the
awakened soul it somehow does." And I hope it makes some sense to
you, too.
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Other News:

 

M.A.L.E.s Kildare
continue to meet on the
4th Tuesday of the month
in Ballycane Church in
Naas. The next meeting is
on Tuesday the 28th May.
Doors open at 7:15 pm.
For further information
email Gerry at:

maleskildare@gmail.com

              

*****

Circle of men - Belfast 

The Circle of Men -
Belfast meet in The
Family Centre, Belvoir
Parish Church. Next
meeting is on Thursday,
20th June 2019. For more
information email Jonny
misterjonny@aol.com 

*****

Helping other men 

If you are in a position to
to help other men who
cannot afford to
participate in events such
as the Rites of Passage,
SoulArise, Young Men's

Just two months to go to our Rites in Kiltegan, Co Wicklow, which will
take place from 24th-28th July. Under the wise and prudent guidance
of Jim Taylor, our Weaver from Texas,  we have assembled a
formidable team for the event - see the banner above. The last time
such an event was held in Ireland was in 2012, seven years ago; we
certainly hope we don't have to wait as long for the next Rites! We are
delighted with the number of participants who have committed
themselves to the event; the good news is that there is still room for a
few more participants - so, if you happen to be sitting on the fence,
now is the time to get off it!

During our Marley meeting on Saturday, Colm will guide us through
some of the themes touched on by Richard in his book, "Immortal
Diamond: The Search for Our True Self." If you are within striking
distance of Dublin, we hope you can make it to Marley - click here for
directions - where we can explore together how the ego can be both
friend and foe in the development of our True Self.

Sadly, since our last edition of An Turas, Jean Vanier, aged 90, has
passed on to his eternal reward. I guess he was to the physically,
mentally and socially challenged what Mother Teresa was to the
poorest of the poor. We include below a short video by Jean on what it
means to be truly human. Another man, Greg Boyle, has worked
wonders with the most vulnerable over the years; see what he has to
say about his approach in the short video referenced.

Thanks to George for his contributions on the different archetypes;
read below what he has to say about the passion of the Lover. "Our
inner lover embodies giving and enjoying. Lover energy opens our
heart to the joys and pains of life." May it also open up your heart to
the joys and pains in your world.

Hope you find a nugget or two that makes some sense to you in this
edition. Sin a bhfuil uaimse go dtí an chéad eagrán eile. Slán go fóill.

Kevin (Editor) 
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Rites, then you might
consider making a
donation. This may be a
once off or indeed a
regular contribution.
Either way it will go
towards helping a man
who at present cannot
financially help himself.
Our bank details are at
the bottom of this
newsletter and thank you
in advance. It is thanks to
these donations that we
are able to offer some
bursaries to those men.

*****

M.A.L.E.S North Dublin

This group meets on the
first Tuesday of the month
at Cottrell Lodge, 16A
Ormond Road,
Drumcondra, D09AW26.
The next meeting is on
Tuesday, 4th June 2019
at 7:30 pm and all men
are welcome. For more
information email Paul at
paulbarr777@gmail.com 

 

 *****

 

Marley Theme: Your "Immortal Diamond"
Richard Rohr's book, "Immortal Diamond: The Search for Our True
Self," is a treasure trove of wisdom, and the kind of insight that leads
to peace. At the core of our being is our true self, the identity we all
have in sharing being with the ground of all being, namely God. This
elusive truth at our core hides from falsity, arrogance, violence, and
cluelessness. You can't find the immortal diamond through the lens of
ego consciousness. Our egos, useful and necessary as they are to
define our identity boundaries, especially in the first half of our lives,
become, over time, burdensome encrustations of inauthenticity and
irresponsibility the longer we hold onto them.

Most of us make the crucial mistake of equating our ego with our true
self, our identity. But the ego is the false self, the mask of personality
and selfishness we present to the world to protect and project what we
think is "us." Rohr leads us through all this deep material, and then
suggests the ways we might practise "letting go" of all pretense and
neediness through contemplative prayer and practices of selflessness,
truth, authenticity, and responsible learning and growth. 

In Marley, on Saturday, we'll further explore the necessary steps we
need to take to access our own "Immortal Diamond"or True Self so
often at the core of the writings of Richard Rohr and others. See you
there.

Colm

 
 

Reflection:
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Do you have time for
Meditation or Yoga?

Anam wellness Centre
(run by John O'Flynn)
hold daily and weekly
yoga and meditation
sessions at their centre in
Tallaght. For more details
visit
anamwellnesscentre.com

****** 

Moving Water

When  you do things from your soul,
you feel a river moving in you, a joy.
When actions come from another section,
the feeling disappears.  
Don't let others lead you -
they may be blind or, worse, vultures.
Reach for the rope of God.  
And what is that?  Putting aside self-will.
Because of willfulness people sit in jail,
the trapped bird's wings are tied,
fish sizzle in the skillet.
The anger of police is willfulness.  
You've seen a magistrate inflict visible punishment.  
Now see the invisible.  
If you could leave your selfishness,
you would see how you've been torturing your soul.  
We are born and live inside black water in a well.
How could we know what an open field of sunlight is? 
Don't insist on going where you think you want to go.                
   
Ask the way to the spring.
 
Your living pieces will form a harmony.  
There is a moving palace that floats in the air
with balconies and clear water flowing through,
infinity everywhere, yet contained under a single tent.
-Rumi
   

Why Males Need Initiation

http://malejourney.ie/anamwellnesscentre.com


In "Why Males Need Initiation,"
Fr. Richard Rohr shows how
primal societies have
demonstrated that cultural
survival is dependent on
personal spirituality.
Unfortunately, the proven way to
lead males on this journey has
been lost to the West for a
thousand years. Fr. Richard
addresses the reality that if men
are not led through an inner
journey of powerlessness, they
will inevitably misunderstand and abuse power. Watch the
video here.

The Initiator Programme, Kiltegan 2019

This programme, which we are offering for the first time in
July, 2019, in Kiltegan will be of particular interest to all
those men who have already done the Men's Rite of
Passage (MROP). The participants will be received, not
as "Initiates", but as "Initiators". The programme will be
weaved by Steve Conroy from the U.S. - more about him
in future issues of An Turas. 

The programme is NOT a repetition of the MROP
initiation, but it is designed to give initiated men the
opportunity to deepen their understanding of their own
initiation while, at the same time, supporting the initiation
of other men.

By offering this new programme, we hope to provide an
opportunity for more initiated men to return to the MROP
and engage in further personal soul work while, at the
same time, forming a prayerful container of support for
the men who are initiated.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6OO6X39lNnE


One man said of the Initiator Programme, "In some ways,
it was more meaningful for me than my own MROP." He
went on to explain that he was able to experience all the
rituals and hear all the teachings again from the vantage
point that he didn't have at his own MROP.

You will find more information about The Initiator
Programme, on our website - click this link.

 

Greg Boyle says that compassion is untenable in our
culture therefore we tend to demonise the "other". When
we draw closer to the "other" and know in some small
way what the s/he has to carry, we are more likely to
stand in awe rather than stand in judgement of what they
do (or not do) with their lives. In this video, Fr Greg Boyle
speaks on Radical Compassion.
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Jean Vanier 1928-2019

In the April edition of An Turas we had a piece on Jean
Vanier's "Ten Rules of Life to become more Human."
Now, sadly, we note his passing to his eternal reward on
7 May 2019, aged 90. Anybody who ever met Jean
Vanier, heard him speak or read anything he ever wrote
will have their own memory of him. I was fortunate
enough to meet him many moons ago in the late
seventies while attending UCG. He came across then as
a kind-hearted, soft-spoken human being with a passion
for life, especially for broken humanity. He once said, "I
had no plan, I just met people and people with disabilities
awoke my heart." 

Jean Vanier left a community of homes called L’Arche
around the world and a legacy of loving, living and
working with developmentally delayed people that has
been fulsomely lauded. From a simple beginning, L'Arche
has grown to 149 communities, 14 projects in 37
countries worldwide. The first community in Ireland was
founded in 1978 in Kilmoganny, County Kilkenny. Since
then, communities have been established in Belfast, Cork
and Dublin.

In the book "Living Gently in a Violent World - The
Prophetic Witness of Weakness," the authors Stanley
Hauerwas and Jean Vanier touch on the topic of disability,
a topic too often sidelined in our world today. Not all of us
can (or should) live in communities like L'Arche, but all of
us would do well to ponder how we have unconsciously
adopted a functional view of the value of humanity, which
is reflected by our revulsion at, discomfort with, or simple
desire to avoid the presence of those whose minds lack
the agility with which we have been unreasonably
blessed.

Watch Jean here as he speaks on what it means to be
fully human.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XWrru31ZPzo


 

  

Monthly Marley Meeting - Saturday, 18th May.

Our regular gathering takes place
on the third Saturday of each
month (starting at 10am with a
cuppa and biscuits) and is open
to all men. Men are invited to join
us in this space to sit and share
their stories with other men in a
safe, confidential and supportive
environment.

All men are welcome. Men of faith and no faith, married or single and
of any sexual orientation.

Why not join us!

Follow this link for directions:

 Upcoming Events:
 M.A.L.E.s Ireland Road Trips:

Our Road Trips will
resume in the
autumn.  If you have
any queries or
suggestions, please
contact Paul at

paul.p.odriscoll@gmail.com. If you would like some further
information on these roadtrips or if you would like us to hold an
information evening on MALES in your area, please contact Paul at
his email address or Males Ireland at info@malejourney.ie.   

http://www.malejourney.ie/what-s-happening/list-of-events/event/139-monthly-marley-meeting
mailto:paul.p.odriscoll@gmail.com
mailto:info@malejourney.ie


     The roadtrips have a threefold purpose,

1. To tell people about M.A.L.E.s itself
2. To inform people about the RITEs
3. To see the feasability of setting up a local M.A.L.E.s

group

     If you would like a roadtrip in your county drop us an email and
you will be put on the list. Include contact details and one of the
communications elders will be in touch to help out with any queries
you may have and to offer whatever support is required to make this
a reality. So far we have interest from Laois, Kerry, Kildare, Galway
and Meath.

Today’s culture has failed to create a spiritual vocabulary that speaks
to many men.  The Grail Quest story was created at a time of spiritual
crisis and its lessons are as relevant today.  This retreat is a time to
reflect on life’s timeless priorities in terms of what he brings to self,
family, work and the world at large.  The schedule includes engaging
films, time in nature and space for healing conversations.
Facilitator: Professor Richard Groves
When? Friday, 28th June 7pm until Sunday 30th June, 12
noon.
Venue: Education & Research Unit, Our Lady's Hospice,
Harold's Cross Road, D6WEV82
For further details & Booking click here.

https://olh.ie/education-research/mens-retreat-2019/


Younger Men’s Rites of Passage 2019 (YMROP)

"This Rites of Passage is designed for 18-28 year old
men who are looking at life’s next stage. This could feel
like “becoming a man”, “coming of age” or a desire to
“seek out my destiny”. Are you on this journey, a quest, to
fully live your life as a man?

The YMROP draws on stories, images, and ritual from
several religious and wisdom traditions. YMROP was
originally founded within a Christian tradition, but men of
ALL traditions, faiths, and NONE are welcome to
participate. However, we don't recommend these Rites to
anyone who is in a major reaction against religion. An
Initiation Rite is something you undertake once so you
cannot repeat this particular program.

*The program can be a physically, emotionally and
spiritually demanding experience that might challenge
some deeply held perspectives about yourself and your
lifestyle. We will be rough camping on an exposed site
that is subject to all weather..."

This year's YMROP will take place in Hexham in
Northumberland, UK, from 4 - 8 July 2019. For more
information, check here

MROP in Ireland, 24th - 28th July 2019

The RITEs in Ireland will be held in Kiltegan, Co Wicklow, between
24th - 28th July 2019. To date, thirty-five men have signed up for the
event. The application process is still open online. To begin your
application process, click here. 

http://www.malejourney.org.uk/rites/young-mens-rites
http://malejourney.ie/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=92&catid=12


Bank of Ireland, Newbridge, Co Kildare.

Sort code: 90-12-63

Account Number: 45319007

IBAN: IE77 BOFI 9012 6345 3190 07 (BIC: BOFIIE2D)

Of course, we could also do with some financial support to help us
cover the cost of the RITES in 2019. Could you afford €10 per
month/quarter? Any support you can offer would be greatly
appreciated; it would mean that men who cannot afford to pay the full
fee could participate through your kind genorosity.

[The Slí an Chroí (way of the heart) sculpture at Kiltegan
has been embellished with a mosaic of numerous tiny
mirrors leading to a suspended crystal pearl at the centre.
Beautiful.]



To see and hear what Irish men who have completed the
RITEs have to say, click here.
 
 
 

Recent Events: 
Jim Taylor in Ireland

Jim Taylor, our Weaver for our Men's Rites of Passage
(MROP) in July was in Ireland
between 22th-29th April. On
Tuesday evening, 23rd April, he
addressed a gathering in the
Education & Research Centre,
Harold's Cross covering a wide
range of current issues relevant to
men today. Jim spent the following
five days working with the MROP
Rites team in Kiltegan in preparation for the event taking
place there from 24th-28th July. No stone was left
unturned and we know that those who turn up in Kiltegan
in July will have a profound and life-changing experience.

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lQm6ZSaYjV4


Posters and Flyers advertising our Kiltegan Rites, 2019, are still
available at our monthly Marley meetings for distribution. You can also
print the brochure and poster directly from the website if you click on
this link. Please publicise the event wherever men gather - clubs,
parish halls, sports centres, Men's Sheds, etc. If you would like some
posters and flyers, contact us by email at info@malejourney.ie.

 

Other names for the lover archetype are – contemplative, poet, artist,
romantic, bard, mystic.

Predominantly, the Lover uses his heart-centred characteristics: the
lover is open and receptive to the goodness, beauty and splendour of
everything. Our inner lover embodies giving and enjoying. Lover
energy opens our heart to the joys and pains of life. The shadow sides
of the lover are active addict and passively impotent.

The rounding of the lover by other archetypes:

The king empowers the lover with balance, so giving and enjoying are
for the good of persons and relationships.

The magician broadens the horizons of the lover to understand what is
important and appreciate insights into relationships.

The warrior channels the energy of the lover to do tasks and to
achieve results. 

The key characteristic for the lover archetype is passion for life. When
we are appropriately accessing our lover energy, we feel related,
connected, alive, enthusiastic, compassionate, empathetic, and
energised about our lives, our goals, our work and our achievements.

Many men live joyless half-lives because they keep closing down their
hearts in an effort to be powerful and manly. The lover brings
sweetness and abundance into our lives. The lover is the primal energy
of vividness, aliveness and passion. 

http://www.malejourney.ie/rites/mrop-2019
mailto:nfo@malejourney.ie


The lover energy keeps the other masculine energies humane, loving
and related to each other. This is the archetype of “play and display”
and living in one’s body without shame. The lover knows how to
delight, appreciate and enjoy that which is good, true and beautiful.

Questions to reflect on:

What does lover energy mean to me?

Who are the people who bring loving energy into my life?

What can I do to develop my lover energy?

George

 

For Your Diary...                                

In some areas, men keep the 30th of each month as
"Men's Day" when men gather in a particular place
for an event - could be as simple as a cup of coffee
and a chat, a hike, - the possibilities are endless.
Why not organise something in your area?

Focal Scoir...

If you know someone who might be interested in the contents of this
Newsletter, kindly press the forward arrow just above the banner on top
of the Newsletter and fill in the person's email address. Míle Buíochas.

 
 
 

If you have any upcoming events
that you would like us to place
here, email us
at: info@malejourney.ie

 

 

http://malejourney.ie/home/about-us
https://www.facebook.com/groups/201023509915957/


 

To stay informed on issues
affecting men and to share
inspirational ideas, why not follow
us on Facebook?

 
  
     

 
   "A young man who cannot cry is a savage;

   an old man who cannot laugh is a fool."
 

 

Bank Account details:

Males Ireland
Bank of Ireland, Newbridge
Sort code: 901263 
Account No: 45319007

IBAN IE77BOFI90126345319007
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