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RITEs, RITEs & More RITEs!

Hello {First Name},

Greetings again and welcome to the August edition of An Turas.

The caption above says much about the contents of this month's
edition of An Turas. Those of us (and there were about nine of us from
Ireland) who were privileged to be at The Bield in Scotland for the UK
RITEs last month, will carry the memory long into the future. It was
truly a remarkable event, a credit to the organisers and the
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Other News:

 

M.A.L.E.s Kildare
continue to meet on the
last Tuesday of the month
in Ballycane Church in
Naas. The next meeting is
on Tuesday the 28th
August. Doors open at
7:15 pm. For further
information email Gerry
at:

maleskildare@gmail.com

              

*****

Circle of men - Belfast 

The Circle of Men -
Belfast continue to meet
in the Pathfinder Hut,
Ardnavally outdoor
centre. For more
information email Jonny
misterjonny@aol.com 

to confirm date of next
meeting.

*****

Helping other men 

If you are in a position to
to help other men who
cannot afford to
participate in events such

participants, and you can read a sample of the comments below under
Recent Events.

In early July, Oscar travelled to Hexham, Northumberland, UK, for the
Younger Men's Rites of Passage, and we include his beautifully crafted
piece below; like the rest of us, he concludes that the RITEs were
"something to be embodied and carried by each of us, only visible in
our actions."

And, yes, (in case you didn't know already!) we will be holding The
RITEs in Ireland, in Kiltegan, Co Wicklow, between 24th & 28th July
2019. Much background planning has already been done for this event
and we'll be holding a meeting this coming Saturday at Marley
beginning at 8.30 am to put the nuts and bolts of the Kiltegan RITEs
2019 in place. The early start will surely test the mettle of the group!

Hope you enjoy the contents.

The Editor

 

Young Men's RITES, Hexham, UK

 

Having been asked to share my reflections from recently taking part in
the Rites, I thought it best to start at the beginning…

I was fortunate to encounter MALES work after reading Richard Rohr’s
book, Adam’s Return. Upon finishing it, I asked the friend who’d
recommended it for details on the group he mentioned, wanting to
immerse myself more in the book’s themes, and found myself
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as the Rites of Passage,
SoulArise, Young Men's
Rites, then you might
consider making a
donation. This may be a
once off or indeed a
regular contribution.
Either way it will go
toward helping a man
who at present cannot
financially help himself.
Our bank details are at
the bottom of this
newsletter and thank you
in advance. It is thanks to
these donations that we
are able to offer some
bursaries to those men.

*****

M.A.L.E.S North Dublin

This group meets on the
first Tuesday of the month
at Cottrell Lodge, 16A
Ormond Road,
Drumcondra. The next
meeting is on Tuesday,
4th September at 7:30 pm
and all men are
welcome. For more
information email Paul at
paulbarr777@gmail.com 

 

 *****

connecting with the group of men in Marley. I was impressed with the
vulnerability men - from various paths of life and at different stages
along it - showed in sharing from the heart. I knew I’d found something
which would help keep me connected to “the source”.

I was humbled each month by the warm welcome I received and
honoured to be part of something which didn’t try to sell itself or back
itself up with arguments of logic, but whose value was unquestionable
nonetheless. This dynamic of men coming together with a purpose
affected me in a way that went beyond words, stirring my soul. In the
absence of a church or other environment where I could check in and
wonder at life with similar-minded (or similar-hearted) folk, I found
myself enthusiastically drawn into the fold.

What is it to be a man? It’s a question that will get you different
answers and is a consistent theme in MALES work. Ultimately, my own
feeling is that this question is secondary to “What is it to be?” Yet the
knowledge that there are only men in the circle keeps the mind further
from anxiety at being misunderstood, and removes the desire, however
unconscious, to impress. In this way the reason for meeting in a circle
is always clear.

People spoke about the Rites a lot and yet they didn’t seem to say
much about it. When first it was suggested to me that I should take
them, I decided it wasn’t the right time for me and I was still only
getting to know this new world of male spirituality. Really I just didn’t
feel ready. Next year, after some consideration, the prospect ripened in
my mind and I applied for the Young Men’s Rites of Passage. In July, I
made my way to Hexham with a tent on my back, made camp with 12
other young men, and spent the following 5 days going into myself.
Being familiar with MALES work, I could anticipate certain parts of the
process and didn’t get the same surprises as others - but this was only
a negative to the same extent that someone spoils part of a book you
want to read. Of course, you would then get to read the book yourself
and be taken along for the ride it offers and no words can describe
what the experience itself is like.

So it was that I digested the hard truths that were given to me,
unpacked my baggage, and discovered some old wounds I didn’t know
had still been hurting me. My bond with the other initiates was forged
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Do you have time for
Meditation or Yoga?

Anam wellness Centre
(run by John O'Flynn)
hold daily and weekly
yoga and meditation
sessions at their centre in
Tallaght. For more details
visit
anamwellnesscentre.com

****** 

hard and fast like hot iron dipped in water. We all agreed that to try and
describe in the language of historical fact what we did for the weekend
would not translate and could even diminish its memory; like the
unspeakable wisdom of the circle, this was something to be embodied
and carried by each of us, only visible in our actions.

Aged between 18 and 27, we were told we were now initiated men but
this certainly wasn’t the end of our journey. Going through the Rites
acted as punctuation does on a page - a welcome breath mark that
gave me the space and the time to get in touch with myself to explore
who it is I want to be. I don’t believe that this affirmation of manhood is
the beginning of a new life or the elimination of the things that hurt me.
My wounds have not been healed by themselves. I am no taller, no
hairer, and no more manly for the experience. Maybe I am wiser in a
manner of speaking but the real work is still going on in the choices I
make day by day and moment by moment, hopefully learning true
wisdom on the way. My Rites are over but my passage through this
world goes on. To be a man might be to forego the easy route, taking
instead the way that is uncomfortable, but right, and to know the
difference when you meet a fork in the road.

Ho!

Oscar

 
Reflection:

 Why Males Need Initiation

In "Why Males Need Initiation," Fr. Richard Rohr shows how primal
societies have demonstrated that cultural survival is dependent on
personal spirituality. Unfortunately, the proven way to lead males on
this journey has been lost to the West for a thousand years. Fr.
Richard addresses the reality that if men are not led through an inner
journey of powerlessness, they will inevitably misunderstand and
abuse power. Watch the video here.
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Rite of Passage

 
Down beside the raging river in torrent,

within a hollow of sandalwood trees,                           

we pitched our tents new and old together,               

then gathered silently for the journey, unknown.               

Listening that night to the rolling riverbed,

tumbling mossy stones in its twisting current.

Shifting what needs to be shifted,

revealing a realisation of shadow-side.                             

Released into, a retrospectve dawn,

drumming towards, circles of truth.                                           
           

David Richardson

[Taken from Men Cracked Open, a collection of poems which reveal
the inner journeys of men who have undertaken the Men's Rites of
Passage.]

 
Monthly Marley Meeting - Sat. 18th August.

Our regular gathering takes place
onthe third Saturday of each
month (starting at 10 am with a
cuppa and biscuits) and is open
to all men. Men are invited to join



  

us in this space to sit and share
their stories with other men in a
safe, confidential and supportive
environment.

All men are welcome. Men of
faith and no faith, married or
single and of any sexual
orientation.

Why not join us!
Follow this link for directions; Monthly Marley Meeting

 
Upcoming Events: 

M.A.L.E.s Ireland roadtrips:

     After our roadtrips to North Dublin in February, Cork in March,
Kilkenny in April, and Waterford city in May, we are now looking to
travel to Cavan in September, date and venue to be decided.  If you
would like some further information on these roadtrips or if you would
like us to hold an information evening on MALES in your area, please
contact us at info@malejourney.ie.   

     The roadtrips have a threefold purpose,

1. To tell people about M.A.L.E.s itself
2. To inform people about the RITEs
3. To see the feasability of setting up a local M.A.L.E.s

group
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     If you would like a roadtrip in your county drop us an email and
you will be put on the list. Include contact details and one of the
communications elders will be in touch to help out with any queries
you may have and to offer whatever support is required to make this
a reality.
     So far we have interest from Laois, Kerry, Kildare, Galway and
Meath.

Mórdháil 2018

     Just a reminder that our annual gathering or Mórdháil
of initiated men will be held in Kiltegan this year on 14th
October and all initiated men are invited to attend. For
more information and booking, click here.
 

2019 RITES in Ireland: 

The RITES in Ireland will be held in Kiltegan, Co Wicklow, between
24th - 28th July 2019. For more information, click here. If you are
thinking of attending our RITES in 2019 you could do yourself a
favour by starting a personal budget and paying €10 per week
between now and the RITES. Our Bank details are as follows - and
don't forget to leave your name in the narrative:

Bank of Ireland, Newbridge, Co Kildare.

Account Number: 45319007

IBAN: IE77 BOFI 9012 6345 3190 07 (BIC: AIBKIE2D)

Of course, we could also do with some financial support to help us
cover the cost of the RITES in 2019. Could you afford €10 per
month/quarter? Any support you can offer would be greatly
appreciated; it would mean that men who cannot afford to pay the full
fee could participate through your kind genorosity.

http://malejourney.ie/what-s-happening/list-of-events/event/130-mordail-2018-the-annual-gathering-of-initiated-men
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 To see and hear what Irish men who have completed the
RITEs have to say, click here.
 
 
 

Recent Events: 
 

UK RITEs 2018

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lQm6ZSaYjV4


A team of twelve elders (four Scottish, four English and four Irish)
facilitated The UK RITEs in The Bield, just outside Perth, Scotland,
from 25th to 29th July inclusively. On Sunday evening, thirty-three
newly-initiated men left The Bield for a world that had changed over the
five-day, life-changing experience - mainly because certain things had
changed within the men themselves.

Alistair said it was a "magical and a life-changing experience" for him;
Alexey wants to run the RITEs in Russia, Bob wants to start a group in
Nashville, while David wants to run men's events in Barcelona. The
men in Columba have already set up a Whats App group.

Our own John wrote the following: 

“Up to the last minute, I kept asking myself “What the hell are you
doing? What’s bringing you to Perth? You have no idea of where you
are headed . . .”

The journey really began once I got there. A journey into regions that I
rarely visit and allowed me to meet, anew, my humanity – a deep, deep
comfort . . .

My journey home was slower, less demanding of answers – knowing
that a really important journey had only started. Life changing . . .”

While Michael emailed the following:



It's a funny experience, looking back on it all, in that I've forgotten most
of it already but am aware that something deep occurred. Soul work,
it's called. A great craic 5 days were had in the Scottish lands -
laughter, singing, drumming, story telling, humour and much sharing.
Men at work.

The rituals were powerful and visceral. 

Leadership and guidance from the elders - top notch. 

And it was so, so good for someone else to be in charge, for another
adult to say - 'I've got this'.  

I did my adult rites of passage in the Bield, Scotland at the end of July
and stand in awe at the courage of men participating, the energy of the
youngsters (anyone under 50 years of age, in my book!), the mystery
of the rituals and how rooted it all felt, how real it became and the total
joy of living in the moment.

One of the standout experiences of my life, and, once a man is ready
for it, one of the top 'things to do' in any man's life"

We hope to include some words from Nicolas, Campbell and Tadhg in
the September issue.

A Request...

Have you read a book lately that impacted on you? Fr James Martin's
book, "Building a Bridge"  is a pretty decent read. One review reads: 
"Father Jim Martin is a phenomenal priest and author. I have great
respect for his teaching and his advocacy for marginalized persons, be
it refugees or LGBT Catholics. As a gay Catholic, I'm overjoyed this
book exists. Most of my gay Catholic friends left the church years ago
due to hate speech from church officials and the Vatican. Fr. Jim's
book is not just for LGBT Catholics, it's for all current and former
Catholics." Find out a little more here. Fr Martin will be a speaker at
The World Meeting of Families in Dublin next week; his topic: "Showing
welcome and respect in our parishes for LGBT people and their
families."

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1eBPNF0Df28


 Why not write a brief review - about 150 words or so, and  email it to
us at  info@malejourney.ie and we'll include it in our Newsletter.

 

Ten of the twelve elders at The Bield in Scotland. Kerr and Martin are
not in the photo. Martin? He is on the other side of the camera!

Focal Scoir...

If you know someone who might be interested in the contents of this
Newsletter, kindly press the forward arrow just above the banner on top
of the Newsletter and fill in the person's email address. Míle Buíochas.

 
 
 

If you have any upcoming events
that you would like us to place
here, email us
at: info@malejourney.ie

 

 

 

To stay informed on issues
affecting men and to share

http://malejourney.ie/home/about-us
http://malejourney.ie/home/about-us
https://www.facebook.com/groups/201023509915957/


inspirational ideas, why not follow
us on Facebook?

 
  
     

 
   "A young man who cannot cry is a savage;

   an old man who cannot laugh is a fool."
 

 

Bank Account details:

Males Ireland
Bank of Ireland, Newbridge
Sort code: 901263 
Account No: 45319007

IBAN IE77BOFI90126345319007

 

    

  Click here to unsubscribe from this newsletter   www.malejourney.ie  

 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/201023509915957/
http://malejourney.ie/[unsubscribe]
http://www.malejourney.ie/

